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and entertainment of a strictly non-frivolous nature.
But with the departure of the Cardinals the scene
underwent a sudden change: the mantillas dis-
appeared, and the more light-hearted business of
dancing took its place.
The Austrian Ambassador at the Quirinal Court
was Count Henry Liitzow, an exceedingly popular
and hospitable member of the Diplomatic Corps.
The Embassy was at the Palazzo Chigi, in Piazza
Colonna, the beautiful house built by Prince Chigi.
It is noted for the famous statues in the courtyard.
To-day it is the home of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.
The balls given by Count and Countess Liitzow
were among the most brilliant functions of their
kind in Rome. Not a small measure of their success
was due to the white-uniformed Hungarian cigany
bands, which made a special journey from Austria
for the occasion. At about three in the morning
wonderful suppers were served. The guests sat at
small tables, having made up their particular little
parties, and champagne corks popped merrily. After
supper followed the piece de resistance, the Cotillon;
and the presents which were distributed at the time
must have been worth a small fortune.
Our hostess, Countess Nora Liitzow, with her
beautiful white hair and young face, and lovely
figure, was amongst the most attractive personalities
at the ball
The ultra-modern dance of the day was the
Boston Waltz, but the Liitzow balls were invariably
opened by the Ambassador and his wife with the
real Wiener Waltzer. The Embassy secretaries,
attaches, and their wives, as well as the Austrian